
Year Curriculum Map – Year 2 

 Autumn 1 

Animals & 

Authors 

Autumn 2 

Fire, Fire! 
Spring 1 

Nurses and 

Bodies 

Spring 2 

Brilliant Brunel 
Summer 1 & Summer 2 

Around the World in 60 Days 
  

Literacy 
 
8.5 hours a 
week 

Phonics Word Reading and Spelling are taught through our Read, Write Inc. Phonics Groups – matched to children’s needs & continued throughout year. 

Core Text  
 

Billy and The Beast 
 

 
 

The Owl and The 
Pussycat 

 

 

Captain Flynn and The 
Pirate Dinosaurs 

 

 
 

The Great Fire of 
London 

 

 

The Disgusting 
Sandwich 

 

 

The Building Boy 
 

 

The Night Shimmy 

 

 

Hansel and Gretel 
 

 
 

Bringing the Rain to 
Kapiti Plain 

 

 
 

 

Writing Fiction: Retelling, 
poetry, character 
descriptions. 
 
Non-Fiction: 
Postcards 

Fiction: Retelling from 
other perspectives. 
 
Non-Fiction: non-
chronological reports. 

Fiction: Diary entries, 
story innovations. 
 

Non-Fiction: 
instructions, 
explanations – life 
cycles. 

Fiction: Retelling, 
letters. 
 

Non-Fiction: Recount 
writing.  

Fiction: Character 
profiles, narratives. 
 

Non-Fiction: Non-
Chronological reports - 
plants. 

Fiction: Story 
innovations, poetry. 
 

Non-Fiction: Non-
Chronological reports 
– African wildlife.  

Reading • develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding of texts 

• understand both books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: drawing on their background knowledge, checking text 
makes sense as they read, making inferences, asking and answering questions and making predictions.  

• participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say 

• explain clearly their understanding of books, poems and other materials, both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves.  

Handwriting Nelson: See 
Progression 

Nelson: See Progression Nelson: See 
Progression 
 

Nelson: See 
Progression 
 

Nelson: See Progression 
 

Nelson: See 
Progression 
 

Grammar Capital letters. 
Full stops. 

Question marks. 
Exclamation marks. 

Formation of nouns, 
adjectives and adverbs 

using suffixes. 

Subordination (when, 
if, because) and co-

ordination (or, and, 
but). 

Commas in a list. 
Apostrophes (omission 

and possession). 

Review and embed. Review and embed.  



Writing questions. 

Past and present 
tense.  

Progressive verbs in 

present and past 
tense.  

Statements, questions, 

exclamations, and 
commands. 

Spelling  The or sound spelt a 
before l or ll.  

Soft c sound. 
Adding the suffix –y.  

Homophones. 
Adding the suffix –ly. 

The n sound spelt kn and 
gn.  

The igh sound spelt y.  
Adding the suffix ing.  

Homophones. 
The j sound.  

Contractions. 
The o sound spelt a 

after w and qu.  
Adding the suffix ed. 

The u sound spelt o, 
and the or sound 

spelt ar after w.   

Possessive 
apostrophes. 

The r sound spelt wr.  
Adding the suffixes er 

or est.  
Homophones. 

The ee sound spelt ey. 
Adding the suffix – 

ness.  

Words ending in il. 
Words where s makes 

the zh sound.  
Words ending in le, el 

and al.  
Homophones. 

The ir sound sound or 
after w.  

Adding the suffix ful, 
less, ment, tion, es.  

Contractions and 
apostrophes.  

Possessive apostrophes.  

Mathematics 

 
6.25 hours a week 

Number: Place 
Value 
Number: Addition 
and Subtraction 

Measurement: Money 
Number: Multiplication 
and Division 

Number: 
Multiplication and 
Division 
Statistics 

Number: Fractions 
Geometry  

Measurement: Length 
and Height 
Geometry: Position and 
Direction 

Measurement: Time 
Measurement: Mass, 
Capacity and 
Temperature.  

Science 
 
2 hours a week 

Living Things and 
Habitats 
How do we know we 

are alive? 
 

Explore and 
compare things 
that are living, 
dead, and have 
never been alive. 
 

Name a variety of 
animals and 

habitats. Describe 
the basic needs of 
animals for survival. 
 

Identify 
adaptations, 
describe how 
habitats provide 
basic needs, and 
explain how living 
things depend on 

one another. 
 

Describe how 
animals obtain food 
(food chains). 
Identify food 
sources. Notice that 
animals have 
offspring which 
grow into adults. 

Materials 
What if the world was 

made out of chocolate? 

 
Identify and compare 
the suitability of a 
variety of everyday 
materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, 
glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard 
for particular uses. 

 
Find out how the 
shapes of solid objects 
made from some 
materials can be 

changed 
by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching. 
 
Explore and compare 
things that are living, 
dead, and have never 
been alive. 

 

Healthy Me 
How do I keep myself 

safe and healthy? 

 
Find out about and 
describe the basic 
needs of animals, 
including humans, 
for survival (water, 
food and air).  
 
Describe the 

importance for 
humans of exercise, 
eating the right 
amounts of different 
types of food, and 

hygiene.  

Move It! (Forces) 
How can humans use 

and change 

materials? 

 
Identify and 
compare the 
suitability of a variety 
of everyday 
materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, 
glass, brick, rock, 

paper and 
cardboard for 
particular uses. 
 
Find out how the 
shapes of solid 
objects made from 
some materials can 
be changed 
by squashing, 
bending, twisting 

and stretching. 

Young Gardeners (Plants) 
What if there were no plants in the world? 

 
Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 
grow into mature plants. 
 
Name a variety of plants, including in 
microhabitats. 
 
Find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 

 
Explain how living things depend on one 
another. 



Humanities 

 
2 hours a 
week 

History Roald Dahl: 
Who inspires me and 

who might I inspire? 

 
Changes within 
living memory. 
Significant 
individuals.  
 

 

The Gunpowder Plot/ 

Great Fire of London: 
What would life be like if 

we were alive in 1605? 

 
Events beyond living 
memory. Significant 
historical events and 
people in their own 
locality. 

Nurturing Nurses: 
How were Mary 

Seacole’s and 

Florence 

Nightingale’s 

experiences of 

nursing different? 

 
Changes beyond 
living memory. 
Significant 

individuals.  
 

Brunel’s Britain: 
Was Brunel a genius? 

 
Changes beyond 
living memory. 
Significant individuals 
and people/places 
in their own locality.  

  

Geography     Non-EU Case Study: 

Hong Kong 
How has Hong Kong 

shaped world history? 

 
Name, locate and 
identify countries and 
capital cities of the UK 
and its surrounding 
seas.  
Identify similarities and 
differences (human 
and physical 
geography) of area in 
a non-EU country. 

Use geographical 
vocabulary (human 
and physical features). 
 

Non-EU Case Study: 

The Gambia 
What can we learn 

about ourselves from 

studying other places? 

 
Identify similarities and 
differences (human 
and physical 
geography) of area in 
a non-EU country. 
Name and locate the 
world’s seven 
continents and five 
oceans.  

Use geographical 
vocabulary (human 
and physical features). 
 

RE Religious 

Communities: 

Who is a Muslim and 

what do they 

believe?  

Religious Communities: 

Who is Jewish and what 

do they believe? 

Religious Texts: 

What can we learn from sacred books? 

Religious Beliefs: 

What do different religions teach about caring for 

others and the world? 

PSHE 

 

Being Me in My 
World 

Celebrating Difference Dreams and Goals Healthy Me 
 

Relationships Changing Me 

PE 

 

Real PE: Personal 
 
Swimming / Ball Skills 

Real PE: Social 
 
Swimming / Ball Skills 
 

Real PE: Cognitive 
 
Dance 

Real PE: Creative 
 
Athletics 

Real PE: Physical  
 
Gymnastics 

Swimming 
 
Fitness 

Creative 

Arts 
 

 

Art and 
Design 

 Andy Goldsworthy – 

Environmental Art and 
Recycled Sculptures 

Silhouette Portraits; 
Florence Nightingale 
 
Clay Lamps: 
Florence’s Lamp 

  Henry Rousseau: 
Painting Animals 



 

Design and 
Technology 

Design & Make: 
Roald Dahl’s Dream 
Catchers 

  Design & Make: 
Brunel’s Bridges and 
Tunnels 

Design & Make: Kites. 

Food: Noodles 

 

Music Charanga Units of Learning Djembe Drumming 

Computing Computing Systems 

and Networks: IT 
Around Us 

Creating Media: Digital 
Photography 

Creating Media: 
Making Music 

Data and 

Information: 
Pictograms 

Programming A:  
A Robot Algorithm 

Programming B: 
An Introduction to 
Quizzes 

Spanish 
 

Animals and 
Habitats 

Greetings 
At school 

Body Parts 
Describing people 

Buildings 
Shapes 

Plants and Nature 
Project: Travel and 
Transport 

Trips and Educational 
Visitors 

Stepney City Farm: 
Farm Animals, their 
Habitats and their 
basic needs. 

Poplar Fire Station 
 
Museum of London: 
Fire! Fire! 

Local Synagogue 
 
Visit from a Nurse 

Museum of London 
Docklands: Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel 

Tower Hamlets 
Cemetery Park: 
Identifying Plants 

National Gallery: 
Materials, Techniques 
and Painting 


